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had ‘got it all wrong’, but that he understood it now and was going to 
write his own book on the subject. It sounds as if Godfrey had eventually 
translated the topic into his own internal mental pictures. Whether or 
not he ever wrote the book is not known. It is tempting to speculate on 
whether his book would have helped many other students of Visual Basic, 
or only those who shared his unusual ways of thinking.
Stuart Best says: Godfrey knew that I had been using other forms of Basic 
for some time, so he would come and ask questions on programming 
and complain about the ‘poorly written’ and ‘confusing’ Visual Basic 
manuals. Around this time Godfrey, who was sharing an office with Reg 
Willard, would tell Reg and me that he was suffering from pains in his 
legs and backside. He later mentioned that he was sitting up at home 
nearly every night, until very late, writing software! We suggested that 
this could be the cause of his pains and he agreed. His answer to the 
problem was to begin to sketch out the plans for adapting his chair using 
a water filled cushion, pipes and I think controlling the temperature of the 
water! I don’t know whether he ever got around to making anything. We 
just suggested he spent less time in the chair!
Anthony Strong saw the resulting massaging chair and tried it out! I 
visited Godfrey at his house and he demonstrated a pneumatically driven 
massaging machine he had invented to relieve the pain he got in his legs. 
It consisted on a number of rubber tubes and levers which he sat on. I 
tried it and found it a rather alarming contraption.
During his retirement, Godfrey contributed enthusiastically to work 
on magnetic resonance imaging of the heart at the Royal Brompton 
Hospital. He usually went there on Wednesdays, and worked with David 
Firmin: He was continuously thinking and questioning […] he thought 
differently. He would always take everything back to absolute basics, so 
you’d have something that you would just take as read from what you 
had been taught, and of course Godfrey wouldn’t believe it. He would 
want to go back to basics and work it all out in his own way. He spoke 
in a different language, so we would have these conversations, he would 
talk in terms of, you know, rotation, phase rotation. He would always go 
clockwise while we would think anticlockwise, and everything would be 
the other way round. And terminology: he wouldn’t talk about excitation, 
he would call it something else. So his terminology was very different and 
that made it hard work.
Jenny Keegan was part of the same team: Godfrey was just remarkably 
persistent so there was no idea of time or getting to the end, he would just 
keep going, keep going, keep going.
David Firmin continues, We have still got the same problem with magnetic 
resonance, which is motion correction, and he was really interested in 
trying to solve it. All of his time here was spent trying to come up with 
different ideas to solve motion problems.
He drew out how it all works in the way he thinks: phase encoding and 
slice selection and everything else. But because of the way the slice was 
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formed, on this particular diagram, the person had to be upside down! 
Anyone else drawing this picture would have put the person the right way 
up. I’m sure he was correct that the way it worked out this person had to 
be upside down to get the image the right way.
He wrote a programme on an Archimedes computer (an early alternative 
to an IBM PC) and this took about two hours to run. He took the data 
home from here, and he used to set his alarm clock through the night to 
wake up when the programme was going to be finished to keep it going. 
This was how persistent he was […] we found it amazing.
We used to get lunch from Waitrose, always the prawn sandwich with 
Marie Rose dressing. When they didn’t have it, it was a real problem, 
we stood there for about 10 minutes trying to work out what he was 
going to have. I remember him telling me once on the way to Waitrose ‘I 
could have married you know’. In practice I don’t think he could, I don’t 
think any woman could have coped. I don’t think he would be able to 
concentrate on the marriage very much.
Lizzy Burman was a nurse at Brompton Hospital and has happy 
memories of Godfrey. While David and Lizzy shared an office, David 
said ‘Godfrey that is absolutely impossible, that’s rubbish’ and Godfrey 
burst out laughing. I said ‘you can’t say that to Godfrey’ but he found it 
hysterically funny! He liked David challenging him and saying he was 
wrong. It was a kind of banter which I loved to watch, and he had such 
a hearty laugh.
It was on the table for ages with coffee cup stains and the task of restoring 
it fell to me, but when it was finished it was very hard to persuade him to 
sign this beautiful masterpiece.

David Firmin and Godfrey 
(Courtesy of Lizzy Burman)
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