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(Photo courtesy of the Gregory family, obituary text courtesy of Professor John Clifton) 

 

Clifford Gregory, who retired from the post of Chief Scientific Officer at the Department of Health in 

December 1984, suffered a stroke on the 17th and died on the 25th February 2006.  Greg or Cliff, as he was 

known to his many friends, was a true Yorkshire man with a keen sense of humour. The son of a railway 

engine driver he was born and brought up in a two bedroom, back-to-back, terrace house in Chapel 

Allerton, Leeds. The headmaster of his primary school encouraged him, and he obtained a scholarship to 

the Morley Grammar School where he ultimately became Head Boy. On leaving school in 1943 he was 

called up for National Service with the Royal Navy and spent the next three years installing radar on 

ships. On demobilisation in 1946 he studied for a physics degree at Imperial College followed by a 

postgraduate year studying x-rays and their measurement. 

 

His first appointment, in 1949, was as a King’s Fund physicist, based in the Barnarto Joel Laboratories at 

the Middlesex Hospital, supervising the use of the King’s Fund a stock of radium needles and tubes that 

were loaned to surrounding hospitals. The following year, having gained experience in dosimetry and the 

safe handling of radiation sources, he was appointed as a radiation physicist to the Middlesex Hospital, 

providing physics services to the Myerstien Institute of Radiotherapy and physics teaching for 

radiographers, radiologists and medical students. In those early post-war years there were many problems 

with therapy equipment, dosimetry was difficult, and the use of radioisotopes was in its infancy, and Cliff, 

like many of his colleagues of that period, had a fund of stories of hair raising incidents. He was 

appointed as Senior Grade Physicist at the Mount Vernon Hospital, Northwood, in 1954, and in 1960 

returned to his native Yorkshire to become Deputy Regional Physicist, based in the Medical Physics 

Department of the Weston Park Hospital in Sheffield.  

 

1966 saw Cliff make a career change with a return to London to take up the post of Senior Principal 

Scientific Officer in the Scientific and Technical Branch of the Ministry of Health. Responsibilities of the 



Branch included providing support to industry for the development of equipment for use in the NHS and 

this resulted in Cliff being involved with the development of the EMI CT scanner. In 1972, following 

reorganisation of the NHS, he moved to the Department of Health as Deputy Chief Scientific Officer, 

becoming Chief Scientific Officer in 1978. In his capacity as CSO he chaired the national committee that 

appointed Top Grade Scientists. When the responsibility for making Top Grade appointments was 

devolved to Regions he was instrumental in involving the HPA in establishing a panel of assessors for 

these appointments. Always keen to promote and maintain the professional status of the Clinical Scientist 

he continued to monitor these appointments through contact with the Regional Scientific Officers who 

reported to him as CSO.   

 

Enjoying good health in early retirement he pursued his interests in wildlife, particularly bird and badger 

watching, plus walking and gardening. Having played rugby and squash, in retirement he took up bowls, 

both indoor and out door. When his health began to fail he moved from Harpenden to Gloucester to be 

near his daughter Nina. There he continued to play bowls, with the added bonus of being able to attend 

the home matches of the Gloucester rugby team.  

 

Many members of IPEM will have memories of Cliff, of serious discussions interspersed with laughter or, 

if in danger of becoming tedious, interrupted by scraping the bowl of his favourite pipe. He will be missed 

by his many friends. To his wife Wyn, his partner for 58 years, daughter Nina and granddaughters Lauren 

and Fay we extend our deepest sympathy  

 

John Clifton 

Harpenden. 

 

  


